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Welcoming our newest YAB member Praya! 

Y A B  M e m b e r ,  C a r m e l ,  r e c e i v e d  a  R A D  H e r o  A w a r dY A B  M e m b e r ,  C a r m e l ,  r e c e i v e d  a  R A D  H e r o  A w a r d   

 We are thrilled to announce the latest addition to
our team, Praya who is joining the YAB

Communications Subcommittee! Praya brings a
fresh perspective and a wealth of experience in

communications, being a creative individual Praya
loves to express herself through art and bring new

ideas to the team. Please join us in extending a warm
welcome to PRAYA - we're excited to have her on

board and look forward to seeing the amazing work
she'll do! 

In June, Health Care for the Homeless hosted their 3rd annual
“Summer Solstice Celebration” to honor of our unhoused
community. This year, the YAB nominated Carmel E. for a

Resilience and Determination Award (RAD) in recognition of
her accomplishing housing stability and her impact on

shaping movements and hearts. Thank you to the hosts and
attendees for bringing their magic and joy to our lives through

love, laughter, raffle prizes, music, and words that fulfills the
soul. The hard work and talent in the room have made this

event truly unforgettable. Congratulations Carmel, we are so
proud of you!



Meet Jessica Blakemore

Jessica is a Senior Policy & Legislative Analyst for
Alameda County’s Health Care Services Agency, where
she is responsible for overseeing and aligning external

policies related to public health issues, such as
homelessness. She hosted an informational workshop

for the YAB about the county’s legislative platforms and
processes, and planted the seed for YAB members to be

involved with the Personnel, Administration and
Legislation (PAL) Committee in the future. 

CE Access Points in
Alameda County

Read the 2024
Handbook

2024 Coordinated Entry (CE) Policies 
Every year, the Housing & Homelessness (H&H) Services agency updates their CE Policy Handbook

which governs how providers are expected to operate their CE access points and services.

The majority (87%)
of County appropriations
are dedicated to public
services.

The Sheltered PIT Count tracks the number of unhoused individuals who are enrolled in a Safe Haven,
emergency, transitional or rapid-rehousing shelter.  It also tracks the county’s total housing inventory.
The Sheltered PIT Count occurs every year in January. Shelters that receive funding from the CoC are

required by HUD to participate in the count, but non-CoC funded shelters can contribute as well! 

To participate in the 2025 PIT Count as a non-CoC funded organization, please contact
Marisol.Rodriguez-Sanchez@acgov.org.

By encouraging all shelters to participate in the count, we can capture the most accurate data on the local
housing capacity and whom it is serving.

This year, the YAB was requested to give feedback on
policy changes and language clarity, a process that
allowed youth to have a role in shaping CE access,

assessment, prioritization, and navigation resources.
We reviewed with the lens of understanding the policy,
clarity of policy language and thinking about if anything
is missing in terms of translating this info for the wider

community to understand.

Did you know that non-CoC funded organizations can participate in the annual
Sheltered Point In Time Count?



Youth and Allies Against Homelessness (YAAH) 
Webinar 

 

After collaborating on creating a song, BRL helped
bring the YAB’s creative vision to life by recording a

music video that was co-directed by YAB Peer
Mentor, Paul.  The video features us,  youth from the

community, youth providers and adult allies who
passionate on social and housing justice.  The video

displays a story of resilience, compassion, youth
experiences, and the community coming together. 

Located in Oakland, the WCCC is a behavioral health
center serving families and children. Their 3-year
Youth Advocate Program (YAP) employs foster youth
to be key informers, decision-makers, and advocates
for youth services. They play a central role in training
service providers across the county on best policies
and practices, as well as assisting with youth-centered
projects tasked by the county.
Thank you to the YAP for welcoming the YAB to your
space and connecting us to your resources!

Visit their website to learn more: westcoastcc.org

On March 11th, 2024, YAAH formally introduced the
guidelines in a webinar that is now available to view on

their website. The Guidelines to Prevent, Address, and End
Youth Homelessness contain a comprehensive roadmap of
interventions that communities can adapt to their specific
contexts and needs. The guidelines were developed as part

of an evaluation funded by the California Interagency
Council on Homelessness (Cal ICH) of the Homeless

Housing and Prevention (HHAP) youth-set-aside funds in
California. 

Check out their website:
https://yaah.berkeley.edu/home

“Makin’ Some Changes”  Video Produced by Beats, Rhymes, & Life (BRL)

The YAB visits West Coast Children’s Clinic (WCCC) “Youth Advocate Program” 



The YAB Communications Subcommittee wrote a letter of
support to the California Legislature Position Letter Portal

YAB Member Ray sits on California Coalition  for Youth’s
“State Youth Advisory Board”

Due to Ray’s immense advocacy efforts and collaboration with CCY, Ray
has been offered the opportunity to join the California State YAB.  This
board is one of the state's biggest coalitions for youth empowerment;
young people discuss issues affecting transition-aged youth in California
(ages 12-24), including legislation and policy issues, and make
recommendations to the CCY Board of Directors. This gives ambitious
youth leadership opportunities towards CCY’s mission, to improve and
empower the lives of California’s youth, and vision, that
every youth in California is connected to the
services, resources, and programs they need
to have successful lives.

 SB 1079 aims to address the housing needs of young
people, especially those transitioning out of foster
care or experiencing homelessness. It authorizes the
issuance of government bonds to fund affordable
housing units for youth, including grants for housing
assistance programs. The goal is to provide stable,
safe, and affordable housing solutions to help young
people achieve self-sufficiency. The YAB supported
this bill by writing a supportive
letter to the legislature
stating our support
and need for AB 1079.
We encourage the
community to please
write a letter of
support to promote
the need of housing
for YOUTH. 

Please visit https://digitaldemocracy.calmatters.org/
for updates on this bill 

2024 Youth Empowerment Summit in Sacramento 

 We’re grateful to have returned to this collaborative
and empowering space that connects us with young leaders
from all over California to empower each other to advocate
for youth housing rights, strengthen our resource network,

and form new friendships with our long-distance peers.
This year we advocated to our state representatives

for support on these bills:

SB 1079: Youth Housing Bond Act 2024 (Menjivar)1.
AB 2477: Foster Youth Savings (Zbur)2.
AB2520: Youth Specific Coordinated Entry
Response System (Ramos)

3.

Increase of the HHAP youth set-aside allocation
from a 10% to 25% minimum to address funding
gaps in youth services.

4.



Hosted in Hayward by the YAB and H&H staff, this
convening highlighted three main topics:

The needs of undocumented migrant youth
experiencing homelessness presented by the
Newcomer Navigation Center

1.

 Findings from a research on CAL-ICH presented
by UC Berkeley’s Youth Allies Against
Homelessness research team

2.

 What is Housing Problem Solving presented by
YHDP Peer Navigators

3.

Ending Youth Homelessness
Collaborative

The YAB also shared recent updates on
the progression of goals in our “Youth

Action A Way Home” plan and held space
for partners to share their progress as

well. As the purpose of this Collaborative
is to embed cross-collaboration within

our homeless response system and
promote alignment of shared goals,

efforts and resources in the community,
we’re honored to see an increasing

attendance that reached over 40
participants at this convening.

Alameda County 2024 Point-In-Time Count
Highlights From Preliminary Results

of 2024!

First

Total number of people experiencing
homelessness on any given night: 9,450

6,343 people were living unsheltered.
        3% decrease from 2022

9,450 people were staying in a shelter project.
        19% increase from 2022

428 homeless youth were counted.
        51% decrease from 2022.

Of this...

Visit everyonehome.org to learn more



What’s Coming Up:What’s Coming Up:What’s Coming Up:



OpportunitiesOpportunitiesOpportunities

Stay in touch with YABStay in touch with YABStay in touch with YAB      
Scan the code with your
phone camera to view

the YAB website 

@YOUTHABOUTACTION

YOUTHABOUTACTION@GMAIL.COM


